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PRESIDENT 
RTN. MINISHAA  I  OBEROI 

Dear Friends,
Welcome to the February edition of Aasha, our monthly magazine.
This month has truly been a fun-filled rollercoaster for all of us. We began with DISCON, where we spent almost an entire week
preparing for our club’s participation in the fashion show with the Central Mavericks Group — and yes, we won! From arranging
props and coordinating practice sessions to perfecting our ramp walk, an incredible amount of effort went into it. Many of us were
trying something completely new, yet everyone embraced the experience wholeheartedly. It was not only exciting but also a
wonderful opportunity to work closely with other clubs in our zone, helping us network, connect, and grow together.

Following DISCON, the entire month was devoted to SPARKLE, held on the 21st and 22nd of February. SPARKLE was our club’s very
first fundraising event, and it turned out to be a spectacular success. In the pages ahead, you will catch glimpses of the hard work,
teamwork, and joyful moments that made the event so memorable. While it was impossible to include all 700 photographs in this
edition, we have carefully selected some special highlights for you.

We can proudly call this our “Sparkling February,” because every member gave their absolute best and worked together tirelessly
from start to finish. A huge shoutout and heartfelt thank you to all our members for their dedication and teamwork, and to all our
sponsors whose generous support made this possible.

The funds raised through SPARKLE will go a long way in supporting cancer detection and care initiatives, helping us invest in vital
screening programs that can make a meaningful difference in many lives.  Although we could not focus on as many service
projects this month as we normally do, it was only because everyone was deeply involved in making SPARKLE a grand success.
Enjoy this edition of Aasha and immerse yourself in the sparkle and bliss of this unforgettable month.
Thank you so much, and God bless!
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MEGHANA  JAISHANKAR SUNITA  SHARMA 

Hobby:  Cooking,  gardening
Favourite Actor: Amitabh Bacchan
Favourite Movie: Sound of Music
Favourite Song: Mai Zindagi Ka Saath Nibhata
Favourite Food: Roti and Dal
Favourite Fruit : Mango
Favourite Project:  with the special need 
                                      children
My Mantra: Helping Rural Education

Hobby: Music, Reading and many others
Favourite Actor: Mohanlal Nimisha 
Favourite Book: Inside Burn
Favourite Song: You are the best 
Favourite Food: Sadhya Kerala style
Favourite Destination: Any of the mountains
Favourite Colour:  Green
My Mantra: I am not what you think I am, you are
what you think I am 
                          

Hobby:  Watch Stand Up Comedy
Favourite Food : Fish Fry 
Favourite Restaurant: Woodside inn  
Favourite Colour: Olive Green
Favourite Fruit: Mango
Favourite Destination: Goa
Favourite Project: Raw
I am : Passionate, good listener,  calm,  silly. 

Hobby: Reading
Favourite Actor: Waheeda Rehman
Favourite Movie: Achari baa
Favourite Book :  Shiv Khera “You can win”
Favourite Colour: Pink
Favourite Food: Dal Chawal
Favourite Project:  Fashion show at Maruti school
My Mantra: There is no substitute to hard work

DR  GOPINATH  MENON RUMIYAR BALSARA  

  Member Spotlight 
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 DISCON  2026
OUR MEMBER STALL : SILVER STEEL PRODUCTS & KHAYAAL CLUB

The District Conference DISCON 2026 was held on 7th and 8th February 2026 at the Sahara Star Hotel, bringing together Rotarians
from across the district for two vibrant and memorable days of inspiration, learning, fellowship, and celebration.
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TWO DAYS OF INSPIRATION, FELLOWSHIP AND CELEBRATION 



9th January, 2026

FREE MEDICAL HEALTH CHECK - FOR TEACHERS, PARENTS & COMMUNITY

RCMSEP in association with Chingari Shakti Foundation and CACR organized a Free Medical Health Check-Up Camp on
Monday, 5th January 2026 at Guru Nanak English High School, for teachers, parents and local residents, with 220

beneficiaries registered. The camp offered comprehensive preventive healthcare services including ECG, medical tests,
dental services through the Government Dental Hospital dental van, free reading spectacles, and anemia screening with

free medicines, reflecting Rotary’s commitment to community health and service.
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dental services through the Government Dental Hospital dental van, free reading spectacles, and anemia screening with
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UNITED  FOR  SPARKLE  2026 
From the second week of February onwards, following DISCON, we were fully dedicated to our upcoming flagship project—
SPARKLE 2026. SPARKLE was a vision initiated by our senior Rotarians, Arun Bhoocher and Seema Bhoocher, who envisioned
hosting a beauty pageant to create visibility for our club, the Rotary Club of Mumbai Sher-E-Punjab—a young and dynamic club,
just two and a half years old. Beyond visibility, their aim was also to organize the club’s first major fundraiser.

9  February, 2026th
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BLOOD DONATION DRIVE – SAVING  LIVES  TOGETHER
12  February, 2026th

   
   

RCMSEP co-hosted a Blood Donation Camp on 12th February 2026 at Andheri Railway Station, led by RC Bombay East, RCB Airport, RCB Film City, and RCB Juhu
Beach, along with other supporting clubs. The well-coordinated effort ensured smooth execution. The camp saw enthusiastic participation from donors and

volunteers, with 72 units of blood collected, contributing significantly to patient care and local blood banks.



SPARKLE 2026  
 

SPARKLE 2026 marked the first fundraising event of the year by the Rotary Club of Mumbai Sher-E-Punjab, conceptualized as a beauty pageant with a meaningful
cause—Cancer Detection and Care. The event saw enthusiastic participation from individuals belonging to diverse backgrounds, many of whom were stepping onto
the ramp for the very first time.

To ensure participants felt confident and well-prepared, the Club organized a complimentary grooming session a week prior to the event, on 15th February 2026, at
Fit Squad, Andheri East. The initiative reflected the Club’s commitment not just to hosting an event, but to creating an empowering and enriching experience for all
participants. The grooming program was conducted in two impactful sessions:
 The first session was a self-makeup workshop led by Ms. Shamina Shaikh, attended by approximately 70–80 participants. Over one and a half hours, she shared
practical techniques on self-makeup, enhancing personal grooming skills. The session was extremely well-received, with participants grateful for the valuable
learning.

The second session was a ramp grooming workshop conducted by Rtn. Shalini Sherpes, a professional model, Mrs. India runner-up, and a proud Rotarian. Her
session focused on stage presence—confident ramp walking, posture, communication, smiling, hand positioning, and microphone handling. Her guidance was
transformative, instilling confidence in first-time participants who expressed newfound self-assurance.

The culmination of SPARKLE 2026 was the finale, held on 21st February 2026, where the elimination round took place. Almost 130 participants enrolled and took
part in their first introductory round. The day was organized into two sessions, and by the end of the evening, after the elimination, messages were conveyed to the
contestants, inviting them back for the finale round on the next day, at St. Arnold’s, for the grand event.

It was a spectacular program, filled with vibrant energy—participants, audiences, and supporters all contributing to a beautiful atmosphere. The evening was a
celebration of talent, confidence, and community spirit, and we are deeply thankful to everyone who participated and made this event a resounding success.

We were honored to have our District Governor Dr. Manish Motwani and his wife, Dr Mehek Motwani, grace the occasion, along with DGNE Rtn, Deepak Jiandani and
his wife, Rtn. Ujwala, who joined us alongside other dignitaries. We extend heartfelt gratitude to all who supported us and helped make SPARKLE 2026 a shining
success.
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Category A – Age Group 50+
Sparkling Icon : Dr. Harish Bajaj 

1st Runners Up: S.P. Ahuja  
2nd Runners Up: Naseem Bhaidani  

Sparkling Style: Kavita Hatkar  
Sparkling Confidence: Manisha Jadhav ( 

Beacon of Grace: Aruna Thakkar  
 

Category B – Age Group 31–50
Sparkling: Rachana Iyer  

1st Runners Up: Aishah S.  
2nd Runners Up: Neha Nair  

Sparkling Style: Neha Thakkar  
Sparkling Confidence: Priyanka Juneja  

Category C – Age Group 18–30
Sparkling: Inderveeir Oberoi  

1st Runners Up: Neha Vishwakarma  
2nd Runners Up: Harsh Benvanshi    

Sparkling Style: Komal Rathod 
Sparkling Confidence: Anoushka Sinha  

Sparkling Rotarian Male  : J. Ganesh 
Sparkling Rotarian Female  : Kajal Waghela   

SPARKLING  ICONS  2026 



9th January, 2026

DONATIONS FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES
RCMESP supports Ahaar Sadan Sanstha through regular donations of clothes, toys,
shoes, and bags. In February 2026, a truckload of donated items worth ₹15,000 was

sent by the team. Collected from nearby areas, these items are recycled and
distributed free of cost in villages served by the organization.

RCMESP supports sustainability and the environment by collecting e-waste
from in and around the neighbourhood. On 28th February, 100 kg of e-waste

including TVs, wires, and calculators was collected and sent to Siddhi Eco
Green for proper disposal and recycling. The club also received ₹987 against

this contribution in its account

SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH 
E-WASTE COLLECTION DRIVE

28th February, 202626th February, 2026



MEET OUR DISTRICT (3141) LEADERS 
Deepakraj Murarilal Lala is a distinguished Indian
Chartered Accountant, TEDx speaker, and
community leader with nearly three decades of
experience in accounting, audit, taxation, and
corporate advisory. As the founder of Deepak Lala &
Company in Mulund, Mumbai, he is known for
providing comprehensive financial solutions,
especially for MSMEs, helping them navigate
regulations and achieve sustainable growth.

A brilliant academic achiever, he completed his
B.Com from Mulund College of Commerce in 1995 and
qualified as a Chartered Accountant in May 1996—
before the age of 21—marking the start of a 29+ year
professional journey.

He brings extensive expertise across audit, taxation,
company law, trusts, co-operative housing societies,
NRI consultancy, wealth management, and financial
planning. He is also a certified arbitrator and
mediator, and an empanelled independent director
with the Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs,
reflecting his strong leadership in governance and
dispute resolution.

A prolific contributor to the professional community,
Deepakraj has been writing for over 17 years for the Direct
Taxes – Law Update by the Western India Regional Council of
ICAI and has served as a compiler for the Malad Chamber of
Tax Consultants’ annual Union Budget publication for over 14
years. A TEDx speaker, his talk “Imagine, Believe, Act and
Achieve” reflects his insights on mindset and growth.

Beyond his profession, he has been an active Rotarian since
2006, serving in key roles including President (2015–16),
Assistant Governor (2022–23), and District Secretary (2025–
26). He also led the first international RYLA programs in
Bhutan, Maldives, and Myanmar. His contributions have earned
him several recognitions, including Best Rotarian of the Year
and the Rotary International Avenues of Service Citation, along
with being a Multiple Paul Harris Fellow and RLI graduate.

Passionate about corporate governance and ESG, he has also
been recognized by the World Association for Small and
Medium Enterprises. On the personal front, he is married to
Sharda, a financial advisor and Inner Wheel member, and they
have a son, Siddhantha. Through his dedication to excellence,
leadership, and service, he continues to inspire as a dynamic
professional and global citizen.

RTN. DEEPAKRAJ  MURARILAL  LALA

Aasha



JASSI’S   
INCREDIBLE  INDIA 

– 
MUMBAI MERI JAAN FUN FACTS

 Mumbai was originally a group of 7 islands that were merged over time to form the city we know today.
The iconic Gateway of India was built to welcome King George V and Queen Mary in 1911.
Mumbai Local Train carries over 7 million passengers daily—one of the busiest in the world!
Dharavi is one of Asia’s largest slums but also a hub of thriving small-scale industries.
Mumbai is home to Marine Drive, also called the Queen’s Necklace because it sparkles at night.
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a stunning example of Victorian Gothic
architecture.
Mumbai’s dabbawalas deliver over 200,000 lunchboxes daily with near-perfect accuracy—studied by global business schools!
Sanjay Gandhi National Park is one of the few national parks within a major city in the world.
Elephanta Caves, located on an island nearby, date back to the 5th–8th century.
Mumbai was called Bombay until 1995, when it was officially renamed.
Juhu Beach is famous not just for sunsets, but also for delicious street food like pav bhaji and bhel puri.
Mumbai is the heart of Bollywood, producing hundreds of films every year.
Antilia is one of the most expensive private homes in the world.
The Mumbai Dabbawala System has received a Six Sigma rating, meaning almost zero errors!
Mumbai never truly sleeps—yet earns its nickname “The City of Dreams” 🌃

RTN. JASJIT BHATIA 

Aasha



Aasha
VISIBILITY  OF  CLUB  PROJECTS  GML INSPIRE  (FEBRUARY ISSUE)



FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS

Aasha



FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS

Aasha



Aasha
MUSING MOMENTS
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_ Paul Harris

"The way to war is a well-paved highway and the
way to peace is still a wilderness."
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	Mumbai is home to Marine Drive, also called the Queen’s Necklace because it sparkles at night.
	Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a stunning example of Victorian Gothic architecture.
	Mumbai’s dabbawalas deliver over 200,000 lunchboxes daily with near-perfect accuracy—studied by global business schools!
	Sanjay Gandhi National Park is one of the few national parks within a major city in the world.
	Elephanta Caves, located on an island nearby, date back to the 5th–8th century.
	Mumbai was called Bombay until 1995, when it was officially renamed.
	Juhu Beach is famous not just for sunsets, but also for delicious street food like pav bhaji and bhel puri.
	Mumbai is the heart of Bollywood, producing hundreds of films every year.
	Antilia is one of the most expensive private homes in the world.
	The Mumbai Dabbawala System has received a Six Sigma rating, meaning almost zero errors!
	Mumbai never truly sleeps—yet earns its nickname “The City of Dreams” 🌃
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